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PHILADELPHIA TREASURES
EXHIBIT ITEMS

Slavery & The Underground Railroad in Philadelphia

First written protest against slavery, on loan from Haverford College Library, Haverford,
PA, Special Collections, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Records, Germantown Monthly
Meeting

Recently rediscovered in a vault at the Arch Street Meeting House, this protest is from
the Germantown Quakers Monthly Meeting in 1688, and has never before been
exhibited.

Minute book of the Vigilant Committee, on loan from the History Society of Pennsylvania
The Vigilant Committee was founded by Robert Purvis, and was the first Underground
Railroad organization founded and run by African Americans in 1839.

Money, the Mint, & Commerce in Philadelphia

Francis Daniel Pastorious’ wallet, on loan from the Germantown Historical Society
Francis Daniel Pastorious was the founder of Germantown. His wallet contains tables
converting the different currencies being used at the time.

Certification appointing Henry Voigt the coiner of the Mint in Philadelphia, on loan from
the National Archives, Mid-Atlantic Region

The certificate appointing Henry Voigt the coiner of the Mint was written while
Philadelphia was the capital of the United States. The Philadelphia Mint was the first
Mint of the United States, and remained the “home office” of the Mint well into the 19"
century.

Edgar Allen Poe & Philadelphia

Bankruptcy filing of Edgar Allen Poe, on loan from the National Archives, Mid-Atlantic
Region
Poet Edgar Allen Poe resided in Philadelphia from 1838 to 1844. His bankruptcy filing is
not covered in any Poe biography.
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Science, Medicine & Invention

Benjamin Rush notebook, 1793, on loan from The Library Company of Philadelphia
Benjamin Rush was an attending doctor during the Yellow Fever outbreak of 1793.
This notebook contains his doctor diary.

Bleeding/Shaving bowl, on loan from the Mutter Museum

Iron lung, on loan from the Mutter Museum
This iron lung was used first in Philadelphia.

A Nation Unites

Francis Scott Key’s manuscript copy of the Star Spangled Banner, on loan from the
History Society of Pennsylvania

Snippings from the Star Spangled Banner, on loan from The Library Company of
Philadelphia

The first time the flag left Fort McHenry was to fly above the State House in Philadelphia
in 1876 for the Centennial Exposition. It is incredibly rare to have snippings of all three
colors of the flag.

The Tanner Papers, on loan from The Abraham Lincoln Foundation of the Union League
of Philadelphia

James Tanner was called upon on April 14, 1865 to record the testimony of people who
witnessed the shooting of President Lincoln earlier that evening.

National Union Club Lincoln Mourning Badge, on loan from The Abraham Lincoln
Foundation of the Union League of Philadelphia

Media, MOVE, & Television

American Bandstand will be shown on a 1950s television set in the exhibit.

Other video clips of famous Philadelphia occurrences will be provided by CBS 3 and
shown throughout the exhibit.
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