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RACE AND RELIGION DISCUSSED AT 
THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER 

In conjunction with Caroline, or Change at Arden Theatre  
 

PHILADELPHIA, PA (April 11, 2007) – The National Constitution Center and Arden 

Theatre Company will explore the acclaimed Caroline, or Change, a deeply personal 

story by Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Tony Kushner, in a passionate discussion 

about race, rage, faith, and civil rights.  Joining the discussion will be Reverend Leslie 
Callahan, Interim Pastor at the Salem Baptist Church; Rabbi Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer, 
Director of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College Religious Studies Program; and 

Elyse McKay Taylor, who plays the role of Emmie Thibodeaux, Caroline’s daughter, in 

Caroline, or Change.  Jane Eisner, the National Constitution Center’s Vice President for 

National Programs and Initiatives, will moderate.  This event will be held on Monday, 

April 30, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.  Admission is free, but reservations are required and can be 

made by calling 215.409.6700.  This event is part of “Caroline Conversations,” a series 

of community-minded events inspired by Kushner's play.  

 

Caroline, or Change not only provides a narrative for race relations in the civil rights era 

South, but also for Jewish and African Americans residing in Philadelphia during the 

same period.  This lively discussion will explore how the state of being a woman affects 

worship and how religion impacts the way we live as Americans.  Moderator Jane Eisner 

will encourage participants and the audience to discuss the idea of “the stained glass 

ceiling,” the reconciliation (or lack thereof) of faith and feminism, and the role women 

play in religion at home, at the place of worship, and in society.  

-MORE- 

 

mailto:dvfree@constitutioncenter.org


ADD ONE/CAROLINE, OR CHANGE 

 

Reverend Leslie D. Callahan, Ph.D., is an ordained minister who has served 

congregations in New York City and Princeton, New Jersey.  The June 2005 edition of 

the African American Pulpit named her one of the “20 to Watch” outstanding African 

American ministers under the age of 40.   

 

Rabbi Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer, Ph.D., is the Director of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 

College’s Religious Studies Program and Associate Professor of Religious Studies.  She 

served as rabbinic director of the Jewish Identity Program of Jewish Family and 

Children's Service of Philadelphia.  

 

Elyse McKay Taylor is a senior at the University of the Arts.  She made her Arden 

Theatre debut in the production of Caroline, or Change.  Other recent credits include 

Annie Get Your Gun, Aida, and Ragtime.   

 

In his quasi-autobiographical musical, Caroline, or Change, playwright Tony Kushner 

joins composer Jeanine Tesori to tell the story of Caroline Thibodeaux, a middle-aged 

African American maid who works for a Jewish family, the Gellmans, in a suburban 

enclave of Lake Charles, Louisiana in 1963.  As John F. Kennedy’s assassination looms, 

and the civil rights movement erupts just outside the door, a racial tension lurks in the 

basement laundry room of the Gellmans home where Caroline spends most of her 

working hours.   

 

This program has been supported in part by the Pennsylvania Humanities Council and 

the National Endowment for the Humanities' We the People initiative on American 

history.  

 

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s 

Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 

increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it 
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represents.  Opened on July 4, 2003, the Constitution Center is a museum, an education 

center, and a forum for debate on constitutional issues.  The museum dramatically tells  

the story of the Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 

100 interactive, multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and 

features a powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising”.  The 

Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as 

the hub for national constitutional education.  Also, serving as a nonpartisan forum for 

constitutional discourse, the Center presents – without endorsement – programs that 

contain diverse viewpoints on a broad range of issues.  The National Constitution 

Center’s programs earned the organization a 2006 Best of Philly® award from 

Philadelphia magazine as the “Best Place To Smarten Up”.  For more information, call 

215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.   
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