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DISCUSS THE DRED SCOTT CASE AT  

THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER 
 

PHILADELPHIA, PA (April 23, 2007) – To mark the 150th Anniversary of the Dred Scott v. 

Sanford decision, the National Constitution Center welcomes leading constitutional scholars 

Akhil Reed Amar, Earl Maltz, and Theodore M. Shaw to discuss one of our country’s most 

infamous Supreme Court decisions.  This program will take place on Tuesday, May 15, 2007 at 

6:30 p.m.  Admission is free, but reservations are required and can be made by calling 

215.409.6700. 

 

Writing the majority opinion for The Supreme Court in the Dred Scott v. Sanford case of 1856-

1857, Chief Justice Roger Taney asserted that African Americans were not and never could be 

citizens of the United States.  The Court’s ruling sent shockwaves across the nation.  This timely 

discussion will cover the case’s historical context and its enduring legacy.   

 

Akhil Reed Amar is the Southmayd Professor of Law and Political Science at Yale University, 

where he teaches constitutional law at both Yale College and Yale Law School.  After clerking 

for Judge Stephen Breyer, U.S. Court of Appeals, 1st Circuit, Amar joined the Yale faculty in 

1985.  He is the author of several books, including America’s Constitution: A Biography. 

Currently, he is co-editing a leading constitutional law casebook, Processes of Constitutional 

Decision-making.  
 
Earl Maltz, author of the new book Dred Scott and the Politics of Slavery, is an expert on 

constitutional law and legal history.  He is Distinguished Professor of Law at the Rutgers School  
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of Law-Camden.  He is also the author of Civil Rights, the Constitution and Congress, 1863-

1869 and Rehnquist Justice: Understanding the Court Dynamic.  With a nuanced perspective on 

the explosive political climate of the 1850s, Maltz argues that the Dred Scott decision is a story 

of judicial failure that reveals the peculiar nature of our national history. 

 

Since 2004, Theodore M. Shaw has served as Director-Counsel and President of the NAACP 

Legal Defense and Education Fund (LDF).  Shaw joined LDF in 1982, directing the education 

docket, and litigating school desegregation, capitol punishment, and other civil rights cases 

throughout the country.  Throughout his career, he has been a faculty member at some of the 

nation’s most prestigious law schools, including the University of Michigan, where he taught 

constitutional law, civil procedure, and civil rights. 

 

A book sale and signing will follow the program, courtesy of the Joseph Fox Bookshop.   

 

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s Independence Mall, 

is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to increasing public 

understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it represents.  Opened on July 

4, 2003, the Constitution Center is a museum, an education center, and a forum for debate on 

constitutional issues.  The museum dramatically tells the story of the Constitution from 

Revolutionary times to the present through more than 100 interactive, multimedia exhibits, film, 

photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and features a powerful, award-winning theatrical 

performance, “Freedom Rising”.  The Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education 

and Outreach, which serves as the hub for national constitutional education.  Also, serving as a 

nonpartisan forum for constitutional discourse, the Center presents – without endorsement – 

programs that contain diverse viewpoints on a broad range of issues.  The National Constitution 

Center’s programs earned the organization a 2006 Best of Philly® award from Philadelphia 

magazine as the “Best Place To Smarten Up”.  For more information, call 215.409.6700 or visit 

www.constitutioncenter.org.   
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