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THE CELEBRATION OF JUNETEENTH
HONORED AT THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER
Rare Printing of Emancipation Proclamation to Return to Exhibit
Philadelphia, PA (May 30, 2007) — In honor of Juneteenth, the oldest nationally
celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery in the United States, the National
Constitution Center will present the Famous Firsts Show and re-display its rare, signed

printing of the Emancipation Proclamation.

The Famous Firsts Show will look at Thurgood Marshall, Bessie Coleman, Jackie
Robinson and other extraordinary African Americans throughout history. The show will
give visitors insight into the issues they faced and the rights they gained for all African
Americans. In addition, visitors will be able to experience some “famous firsts” for
themselves. Guests will also have the chance to test their knowledge of African
American history by answering trivia questions on the giant National Constitution Center

game board, where they serve as life-size game pieces.

In addition, visitors will be able to view the rare printing of the Emancipation
Proclamation, signed by Abraham Lincoln, which will be on display in the Center’'s main
exhibition, The Story of We the People. Visitors will hear about the printing of the

document and the history surrounding the celebration of Juneteenth.

All Juneteenth Celebration activities are free with regular museum admission. Times for

the events vary, so visitors should check the daily program sheets upon arrival.

In conjunction with the Juneteenth Celebration, the National Constitution Center will

welcome Andrew Ferguson to discuss his new book, Land of Lincoln, a curiosity-fueled
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coast-to-coast journey through contemporary Lincoln Nation that takes a poignant look
at Lincoln’s place in America today. The event will take place on Thursday, June 28,

2007 at 6:30 p.m. The program costs $12 for members, $15 for non-members, and $6
for K-12 students and teachers. Reservations are required and can be made online at

www.constitutioncenter.org or by calling 215.409.6700.

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s
Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to
increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it
represents. Opened on July 4, 2003, the Constitution Center is a museum, an education
center, and a forum for debate on constitutional issues. The museum dramatically tells
the story of the Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than
100 interactive, multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and
features a powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising”. The
Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as
the hub for national constitutional education. Also, serving as a nonpartisan forum for
constitutional discourse, the Center presents — without endorsement — programs that
contain diverse viewpoints on a broad range of issues. For more information, call

215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.
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