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DISCUSS THE CONSTITUTIONAL IMPACT OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES  

AT THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER 
 

PHILADELPHIA, PA (April 16, 2007) – The National Constitution Center and The 

Independent Television Series (ITVS) present the Philadelphia premiere of “Knocking,” a 

unique documentary that chronicles the lives of three Jehovah’s Witnesses and reveals 

how this often-derided Christian group has contributed to society in ways far greater than 

a knock on the door.  A discussion about the contribution of Jehovah’s Witnesses to the 

strengthening of our constitutional rights will immediately follow the screening with 

filmmaker Joel Engardio and Daniel Mach, Director of Litigation at the ACLU's Program 

on Freedom of Religion and Belief.  This event will take place Wednesday, May 9, 2007 

at 6:30 p.m.  Admission is free, but reservations are required and can be made by calling 

215.409.6700.   

Appearing before the Supreme Court 62 times, Witnesses have fought for the protection 

of religious conduct from federal and state interference, the right to abstain from patriotic 

rituals and military service, and the right to engage in public discourse.  These cases 

have proven to be pivotal moments in the formation of constitutional law.  

This event is a program of ITVS Community Cinema, a monthly screening series 

showcasing the Emmy award-winning PBS show “Independent Lens.”  Presented in 

partnership with local public television stations and local, regional, and national partner 

organizations, ITVS Community Cinema aims to build connections among diverse 

communities, public television stations, and leading organizations working on a range of 

important social issues.  “Knocking” will air on PBS on Tuesday, May 22, 2007.   

-MORE- 

mailto:dvfree@constitutioncenter.org


ADD ONE/KNOCKING  

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s  

Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 

increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it 

represents. Opened on July 4, 2003, the Constitution Center is a museum, an education 

center, and a forum for debate on constitutional issues.  The museum dramatically tells  

the story of the Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 

100 interactive, multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and 

features a powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising”.  The 

Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as 

the hub for national constitutional education.  Also, serving as a nonpartisan forum for 

constitutional discourse, the Center presents – without endorsement – programs that 

contain diverse viewpoints on a broad range of issues.  The National Constitution 

Center’s programs earned the organization a 2006 Best of Philly® award from 

Philadelphia magazine as the “Best Place To Smarten Up”.  For more information, call 

215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.   
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