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ROBERT SHRUM DISCUSSES PRESIDENTIAL POLITICS 
AT THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER 

 
Philadelphia, PA (May 31, 2007) – The National Constitution Center welcomes political 

insider Robert Shrum to discuss presidential politics and his new memoir, No Excuses: 

Concessions of a Serial Campaigner.  The conversation will be moderated by NPR 

senior correspondent Juan Williams.  The event will take place on Thursday, June 21, 

2007 at 6:30 p.m.  Admission is free, but reservations are required and can be made by 

calling 215.409.6700.  

 

No Excuses: Concessions of a Serial Campaigner exposes how real decisions are made 

and how battles for power are fought in presidential campaigns.  This witty, no-holds-

barred lowdown on how politics is played on the national level looks beyond the spin and 

the stereotypes to tell the real story of major personalities and the decisive moments that 

spelled victory and defeat.  Shrum’s discussion will give an inside look at the presidential 

contests of the past, the race underway, and predictions of what is to come.  

 

Robert Shrum, who The Atlantic Monthly calls “the most sought-after consultant in the 

Democratic party,” has influenced American politics for three decades in his role as a 

political strategist, media consultant, and speechwriter.  Recently, Shrum served as the 

senior advisor to the Kerry-Edwards campaign in 2004 and the Gore-Lieberman 

campaign in 2000.  He also helped write President Clinton’s State of the Union Address 

in the wake of the Lewinsky affair.  Shrum appears frequently on MSNBC as a “Hardball” 

political analyst. 
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Moderating the discussion will be one of America’s leading journalists, Juan Williams, a 

senior correspondent for NPR News.  Since 1997, Williams has been a contributing 

political analyst on the Fox News Channel, appearing regularly on Fox News Sunday.  

He is also the author of several books addressing race and American history, including 

the critically acclaimed Thurgood Marshall and his most recent book, Enough. 

 

A book sale and signing will follow the program, courtesy of the Joseph Fox Bookshop. 

 

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s 

Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 

increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it 

represents.  Opened on July 4, 2003, the Constitution Center is a museum, an education 

center, and a forum for debate on constitutional issues.  The museum dramatically tells 

the story of the Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 

100 interactive, multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and 

features a powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising”.  The 

Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as 

the hub for national constitutional education.  Also, serving as a nonpartisan forum for 

constitutional discourse, the Center presents – without endorsement – programs that 

contain diverse viewpoints on a broad range of issues.  The National Constitution 

Center’s programs earned the organization a 2006 Best of Philly® award from 

Philadelphia magazine as the “Best Place To Smarten Up”.  For more information, call 

215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.   
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