Does the President have the authority to order domestic surveillance
without a court-issued warrant in times of war?

The revelation that President George W. Bush ordered secret first obtaining court approval.
surveillance in the United States without judicial approval
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Does the President have the authority to order domestic surveillance without
a court-issued warrant in times of war?

YES NO

The President's war powers under Article |1 of the Constitution * Eavesdropping on American citizens without a courtissued
authorize him to obtain foreign intelligence information warrant violates the Fourth Amendment's protection against
essential to the security of the United States unreasonable searches
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Congress's "Authorization for Use of Military Force” in the days The congressional authorization on the use of force was not
after 9/11 gave the President the authority to approve domestic meant to permit the President to conduct secret surveillance of
wiretaps without first obtaining a warrant. American citizens for whom there is no evidence of involvement

. y in terrorist activity.
In an age of instant communication and terrorist threat, the

President must be able to act quickly to intercept suspicious If the President thinks FISA needs to be fixed, he is obligated
communications; the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act to work with Congress to change the law, rather than ignore it.
of 1978 (FISA) unconstitutionally ties his hands




