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DISCUSS IMMIGRATION AND POLICY REFORM  

DURING THE 5TH ANNUAL TEMPLETON LECTURE  
AT THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER 

 
PHILADELPHIA, PA (April 18, 2007) – The National Constitution Center will host the 

Fifth Annual John M. Templeton, Jr., Lecture on Economic Liberties and the Constitution 

to consider the issue of immigration, which commanded national attention in 2006, 

affected the outcome of the mid-term elections, and promises to be a contentious issue 

in the 110th Congress in 2007.  Joining the debate on this timely issue are Cardinal 
Roger Mahony, Archbishop of the Los Angeles Archdiocese, former Attorney General 

Edwin Meese III, and Douglas Kmiec of the Pepperdine University School of Law.  This 

event will take place on Tuesday, May 8, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.  Admission is free, but 

reservations are required and can be made by calling 215.409.6700.    

 

This program is also being broadcast live on the Internet to the McCormick Tribune 

Freedom Museum in Chicago, Illinois, and the Annenberg School for Communication at 

University of Southern California in Los Angeles, California.  For reservations to attend 

the viewing of the lecture in Chicago, call 312.222.4860 and for reservations to attend 

the program in Los Angeles, call 310-231-7510. 

 

The lead lecture will be delivered by Cardinal Roger Mahony, an outspoken advocate 

for what he calls “just immigration reform.”  Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony was 

appointed the fourth Archbishop of Los Angeles by Pope John Paul II on July 16, 1985, 

and was installed on September 5, 1985.  Pope John Paul II made him a cardinal on  
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June 28, 1991.  Cardinal Mahony has spoken about immigration reform on CNN, 

MSNBC, CBS, and NPR.  He has called on priests in the Los Angeles Archdiocese to 

ignore a proposed federal law that would require churches to ask immigrants for 

residency documents before administering help. 

Responding to the lead lecture will be Edwin Meese, who served as Attorney General 

under President Ronald Reagan.  He was deeply involved in the immigration reform 

legislation of 1986, which he recently called a failure in the New York Times.  Meese 

was among President Reagan's most important advisors, playing a key role in the 

development and execution of domestic and foreign policy.  He currently serves as the 

Ronald Reagan Distinguished Fellow in Public Policy and Chairman of the Center for 

Legal and Judicial Studies at the Heritage Foundation.   

Douglas W. Kmiec will moderate the event.  He is Caruso Family Chair and Professor 

of Constitutional Law at the Pepperdine University School of Law in Malibu, California.  

Previously, he served as Dean and St. Thomas More Professor of Law at The Catholic 

University of America in Washington D.C. and on the law faculty at Notre Dame for 

nearly two decades. Kmiec served Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush 

from 1985 to 1989 as constitutional legal counsel (Assistant Attorney General, Office of 

Legal Counsel, U.S. Department of Justice).  Kmiec currently serves on the executive 

committee of the National Constitution Center’s Distinguished Scholars Advisory Panel.  

John M. Templeton, Jr., M.D. is President of the John Templeton Foundation, and 

directs all Foundation activities in pursuit of its core mission to serve as a philanthropic 

catalyst for discovery in areas engaging life’s biggest questions in science and 

philosophy.  He works closely with the Foundation’s staff and international board of 

advisors of more than 50 leading scholars, scientists, researchers and theologians to 

develop substantive programs in this endeavor.  Dr. Templeton has been actively 

involved in the Foundation since its inception in 1987.  In 1995, he retired from his 

medical practice to serve full-time as president of the Foundation.    

The Annual John M. Templeton Jr. Lecture showcases the best constitutional minds in 

America as they discuss economic liberties in a forum open to the public. 
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The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s 

Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 

increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it 

represents. Opened on July 4, 2003, the Constitution Center is a museum, an education 

center, and a forum for debate on constitutional issues.  The museum dramatically tells 

the story of the Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 

100 interactive, multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and 

features a powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising”.  The 

Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as 

the hub for national constitutional education.  Also, serving as a nonpartisan forum for 

constitutional discourse, the Center presents – without endorsement – programs that 

contain diverse viewpoints on a broad range of issues.  The National Constitution 

Center’s programs earned the organization a 2006 Best of Philly® award from 

Philadelphia magazine as the “Best Place To Smarten Up”.  For more information, call 

215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.   
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