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THOMAS RICKS DISCUSSES THE IRAQ WAR
AT THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER

Philadelphia, PA (July 12, 2007) — The National Constitution Center welcomes The
Washington Post’'s Thomas E. Ricks to discuss his book, Fiasco: The American Military
Adventure in Irag. The conversation will be moderated by Anne-Marie Slaughter, Dean
of the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University.
The event will take place on Thursday, August 2, 2007 at 6:30 p.m., and costs $12 for
members, $15 for non-members, and $6 for K-12 students and teachers. Reservations

required and can be made at www.constitutioncenter.org or by calling 215.409.6700.

Fiasco: The American Military Adventure in Iraq is a critically acclaimed vivid account of
the invasion and occupation of Iraq. The book, a finalist for the 2007 Pulitzer Prize,
takes a look at civilian leadership in the White House and the military leadership behind
the Iraq war. Ricks argues that the military failures resulted in the bungled occupation
which fed a ballooning insurgency. The entire Iraqg war plan, he maintains, was an
exercise in hubris and incompetence that now has the potential to destabilize the Middle

East, send oil prices skyrocketing, and harm the U.S. economy.

Thomas E. Ricks, the Senior Pentagon correspondent for The Washington Post, is a
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist. Fiasco was acclaimed as one of the best books of
2006 by The New York Times, The Washington Post, The San Jose Mercury, Time,
Publisher’'s Weekly, The Arizona Republic and The Boston Globe. Prior to writing at The
Post, Ricks worked at The Wall Street Journal. He is also the author of Making the
Corps and A Soldier’s Duty.
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Anne-Marie Slaughter is Dean of the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International
Affairs and Professor of Politics and International Affairs at Princeton University. Dean
Slaughter is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and serves on the
board of the Council on Foreign Relations. Her most recent book is The Idea that Is
America: Keeping Faith with Our Values in a Dangerous World, published by Basic

Books.

A book sale and signing will follow the program, courtesy of the Joseph Fox Bookshop

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s
Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to
increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it
represents. Opened on July 4, 2003, the Constitution Center is a museum, an education
center, and a forum for debate on constitutional issues. The museum dramatically tells
the story of the Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than
100 interactive, multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and
features a powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising”. The
Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as
the hub for national constitutional education. Also, serving as a nonpartisan forum for
constitutional discourse, the Center presents — without endorsement — programs that
contain diverse viewpoints on a broad range of issues. For more information, call

215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.
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