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NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER DISCUSSES  
EYEWITNESS: A VIEW FROM SPACE 

 
Philadelphia, PA (June 28, 2007) – The National Constitution Center presents 

Eyewitness: A View from Space, a discussion with Captain Michael E. Lopez-Alegria, 

Dr. Berrien Moore, and Greg Olsen about the past and the future of space travel.  The 

discussion will be moderated by Derrick Pitts, Chief Astronomer and Planetarium 

Programs Director for the Franklin Institute Science Museum.  The event will take place 

on Thursday, July 19, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.  The program is free, but reservations are 

required and can be made by calling 215.409.6700.  

 

Today, the United States continues to make significant advances in space travel and 

exploration, but issues of funding, international competition, and grass roots space 

tourism have clouded one clear and unified mission in space.  Eyewitness: A View from 

Space will explore the evolution, impact, and future of space travel.   

 

Captain Michael E. Lopez-Alegria is a NASA astronaut and veteran of four space flights, 

logging over 257 days in space and performing 10 spacewalks.  His most recent flight, 

Expedition-14, was launched from Baikonour, Kazakhstan aboard a Soyuz spacecraft, 

and returned to land in the steppes of Kazakhastan, concluding a 215-day mission and 

marking the longest flight by an American astronaut. 

 

Dr. Berrien Moore joined the University of New Hampshire faculty in 1969 and has led 

the Institute for the Study of Earth, Oceans and Space as Director since 1987.  
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Professor Moore served as a committee member of the NASA Space and Earth Science 

Advisory Committee, a member of the NASA Advisory Council, and chairman of NASA's 

senior science advisory panel.  Upon completion of his Chairmanship, Professor Moore 

was presented with NASA's highest civilian award, the NASA Distinguished Public 

Service Medal for outstanding service to the agency.  

 

Greg Olsen was the third private citizen to orbit the earth on the International Space  

Station (ISS).  He performed more than 150 orbits of the earth and logged almost 4 

million miles of weightless travel during his 10 days in space.  After a career as a 

research scientist and entrepreneur, Olsen is now president of GHO Ventures in 

Princeton, NJ. 

 
Moderating the discussion will be Derrick Pitts, who has been associated with the 

Franklin Institute Science Museum since 1978, designing and presenting many of the 

museum's public programs and exhibits.   Among his many awards are the Mayor's 

Liberty Bell Award in May 1990; the distinguished Alumni Award, 1994, from St. 

Lawrence University; the George Washington Carver Medal in March, 1995; and, in 

1998, the Please Touch Museum's "Great Friend To Kids'' Award.  Pitts can be heard 

weekly on WHYY’s Sky Talk. 

 
Eyewitness: The View from Space is being held in conjunction with the Center’s summer 

exhibition, Eyewitness: American Originals from the National Archives.  The exhibit 

features a transcript and audio-visual excerpts of a televised message from the crew of 

Apollo 8 while in lunar orbit from December 24, 1968. 

 
From May 25 through September 3, 2007 the National Constitution Center is hosting 

Eyewitness: American Originals from the National Archives.  The exhibition presents 

first-hand accounts of watershed events in American history.  Through letters, diaries, 

photographs, and audio and film recordings from the National Archives and its 

Presidential Libraries, visitors to the Eyewitness exhibition will gain new and unique 

insights into well-known occurrences. 

 

-MORE- 

 



ADD TWO/EYEWITNESS: A VIEW FROM SPACE 

 
Eyewitness: American Originals from the National Archives is free with regular museum 

admission of $12 for adults, $11 for seniors ages 65 and up, and $8 for children ages 4-

12.  Active military personnel and children ages 3 and under are free.  Group rates are 

also available.  An Acoustiguide audio tour is available for $3 per person and $2 for 

members. For more information, call 215.409.6700, or visit www.constitutioncenter.org. 

 
The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s 

Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 

increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it 

represents. Opened on July 4, 2003, the Constitution Center is a museum, an education 

center, and a forum for debate on constitutional issues.  The museum dramatically tells 

the story of the Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 

100 interactive, multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and 

features a powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising”.  The 

Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as 

the hub for national constitutional education.  Also, serving as a nonpartisan forum for 

constitutional discourse, the Center presents – without endorsement – programs that  

contain diverse viewpoints on a broad range of issues. For more information, call 

215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.   
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