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BEST-SELLING AUTHOR WALTER ISAACSON  
DISCUSSES THE LIFE OF ALBERT EINSTEIN AT  

THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER 
 

PHILADELPHIA, PA (May 11, 2007) – The National Constitution Center welcomes best-

selling author Walter Isaacson for a conversation about his new book, Einstein: His Life 

and Universe.  Newsweek’s Sharon Begley will moderate.  This event will be held 

Monday, June 4, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.  Admission is free, but reservations are required and 

can be made by calling 215.409.6700.   

 

Isaacson’s new work is the first complete biography of Einstein since all of his papers 

and personal letters have become available.  The author takes readers into the life and 

mind of the man who helped usher in the modern age and changed people’s 

understanding of the universe.  Isaacson explains that Einstein’s success came from 

questioning conventional wisdom and marveling at mysteries that struck others as 

mundane.  This led him to embrace a morality and politics based on respect for free 

minds, free spirits, and free individuals.   

 
Walter Isaacson is the President and CEO of the Aspen Institute.  He is a gifted 

biographer who breathes life into famous figures and adds historical depth to page-

turning biographies.  In addition to the acclaimed best-seller, Benjamin Franklin: An 

American Life, he wrote Kissinger: A Biography and co-authored The Wise Men: Six 

Friends and the World They Made.  Isaacson has also served as chairman of CNN and 

the managing editor of Time magazine.  He is a member of the Board of Trustees of the 

National Constitution Center. 
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Sharon Begley, widely known for her ability to break down complex scientific theories 

and write about them in simple prose, returned to Newsweek this year from the Wall 

Street Journal, where she wrote the "Science Journal" column for five years.  In her new 

capacity at Newsweek, she writes a bi-weekly column, essays, and cover stories, as well 

as contributing to Newsweek.com. 

 

A book sale and signing will follow the program, courtesy of the Joseph Fox Bookshop. 

 

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s 

Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 

increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it 

represents.  Opened on July 4, 2003, the Constitution Center is a museum, an education 

center, and a forum for debate on constitutional issues.  The museum dramatically tells  

the story of the Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 

100 interactive, multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and 

features a powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising”.  The 

Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as 

the hub for national constitutional education.  Also, serving as a nonpartisan forum for 

constitutional discourse, the Center presents – without endorsement – programs that 

contain diverse viewpoints on a broad range of issues.  The National Constitution 

Center’s programs earned the organization a 2006 Best of Philly® award from 

Philadelphia magazine as the “Best Place To Smarten Up”.  For more information, call 

215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.   
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