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“WE THE PEOPLE” MOSAIC 
ON DISPLAY AT THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER 

 
Philadelphia, PA (May 9, 2007) – A mosaic created by Philadelphia-based artist 

Jonathan Mandell is now on permanent display at the National Constitution Center.  The 

10 ft. by 6 ft. “We the People” mosaic features a constitutional theme and was made 

using various semiprecious stones and minerals.  This project was financed by a grant 

from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Conservation and Natural 

Resources. 

 

“The National Constitution Center is honored to display Jonathan Mandell’s beautiful 

artistic tribute to the Constitution and the freedoms it protects,” says National 

Constitution Center President and CEO Joseph M. Torsella.  “The mosaic reflects the 

themes of the museum and illustrates our constitutional liberties.”   

 

The imagery of the mosaic features the Preamble of the Constitution; the three branches 

of government, which are set behind mirror so that onlookers can see themselves 

reflected in government; and a montage of images highlighting the rites of democracy, 

as well as individuals who advanced the cause of constitutional rights.  The first scene 

features immigrants looking at the Statue of Liberty from Ellis Island, followed by Seneca 

Indian leader Osceola, a jury panel, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a swearing in ceremony, 

a soldier, a woman voting, a scene of people engaging in a protest, Clarence Gideon, a 

Japanese-American soldier, an image of Brown vs. Board of Education, and a first 

responder.  
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A variety of semiprecious stones and minerals were used in the mosaic, including 

quartz, sodalite, glass, amazonite, blue lace agate, yellow opalite, zebra marble, agate,  

leopard skin jasper, turetella agate, lavender pinite, stromatalite, brass, zebra marble, 

glass gems, agate, snowflake obsidian, aluminum, and ceramic tile.   

 

A Philadelphia native, Jonathan Mandell is one of the nation's leading mosaic artists.  

His mosaics can be seen locally at the National Consitution Center, Citizens Bank Park, 

The National Liberty Museum, Delaware Valley College, Gratz College, Overbrook High 

School, The National Museum of American Jewish History, The Perelman Jewish Day 

School, Temple Beth Hillel, Temple Adath Israel, Jewish Federation, United Way, the 

Leonard and Madlyn Abramson Center for Jewish Living, the University of Pennsylvania 

at Steinhardt Hall, and soon at the Perelman Center for Jewish Life.  Additionally, his 

work is online at www.jonathanmandell.com.  Mandell’s art has also been exhibited at 

Yeshiva University Museum and is on permanent display in New York at the McGraw Hill 

Company, as well as in public sites throughout the country, including New York, 

Minneapolis, Boston, and Las Vegas.  Mandell received his Masters of Fine Arts degree 

from the University of Pennsylvania Graduate School of Fine Arts.   

 

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s 

Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 

increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it 

represents. Opened on July 4, 2003, the Constitution Center is a museum, an education 

center, and a forum for debate on constitutional issues.  The museum dramatically tells 

the story of the Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 

100 interactive, multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and 

features a powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising”.  The 

Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as 

the hub for national constitutional education and debates.  For more information, call 

215.409.6600 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.   
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